The CCC Roasy
Bill Sheads

A large tract of forest land was located in an dreanded by Braddock Road on the
north, Springfield Road (now Backlick Road) on #ast, Keene Mill Road on the south, and
Rolling Road on the west. There were no vehiclelsaa this heavily forested area. The
Southern Railroad came through, near the centirisftract.

The major owners were Senator Joseph Bristow, geefamily and the Gladfelter
family. In all probability, Senator Bristow had edtthat the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
was organized during 1933 as one of the first acfgoclamations by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. One of the jobs was constructing datisothrough large forested areas. These roads
provided access to the tract, which could be ugeghtergency vehicles in case of fire, and as
short cuts fronone side to the other.

Without documentation to substantiate as to whyGQG€ established an access road
through this particular tract of land, | believeearould assume that the Senator, being one of the
large tract owners, did make a request for a C@@ reere.

The CCC road begins at Keene Mill Road approxinyatdlere the Keene Mill
Elementary school building is now located. It mezned through the forest to the old O&R
Railroad bed. My father, Cam Sheads, once mentitmadhis section of the road was graded
along the existing "Woods Road" (a horse and wagal), thus saving trees which by necessity
would have to have been removed for the road idftay.

It followed the old railroad bed a short distaraed then turned north where it crossed
over the Southern Railroad tracks. The crossingfiled with gravel and tar about ten feet in
width. From this point the road was in a straighe ito the intersection of Braddock and
Ravensworth roads. The total distance was apprdglgpnavo and one-half miles, and was
graded dirt sixteen to twenty feet wide. During weiather, it was nearly impossible for vehicle
travel, since the dirt simply turned to mud.

There were two bridges on this road between KeeitleRidad and the railroad, one over
Accotink Creek and the other over Rocky Branch. Abeotink bridge was approximately fifty
to sixty feet long and ten feet wide, with high dwead wood supports. The Rocky Branch
bridge was a smaller flat bridge about sixteen ligeg. Some of the heavy timber beams and
lumber for the bridges were purchased from the &heall which was located in the area.

Notations:

1. All of the roads as mentioned earlier, surroundhig large tract of forestland, were
constructed using "bank gravel". Bank gravel isronpssed material which was dug from a
gravel pit, and consisted of sand and small stones.

2. Keene Mill Road ended at Accotink Creek, and thvesis no bridge during the era of the CCC
road project.



As a youngster, the CCC road became a big partydifen | traveled it many times with
my dad, while going to his several sawmill locatoRrior to construction of the CCC road, my
dad used a "woods road" coming in from Rolling (Rapproximately one quarter mile south of
the Southern Railroad. Rolling Road passed overditreéad on a one lane steel-truss bridge.
The new CCC road gave excellent accessibility éocntral part of this large scope of
forestland. It also provided access for recreadiach as hunting, fishing, hiking, observing
wildlife, and other activities.

When | became the ripe old age of thirteen, | gptdmiver's permit which one could do
at that age with parental consent. Many times am8y, following Sunday school, my dad
would let me take one of the logging trucks, arahglwith a couple of my cousins and friends
from church, we would drive the CCC road and tlterallroad bed to the area of what is now
Lake Accotink. There we would fish or maybe scaouad the old blown-out WWI Accotink
Creek Dam. On occasion, we would go inside the nnudished section of this hollow concrete
dam. This was a lot of fun for us young teenagense there was not much in the way of
entertainment in those days. Usually there werelimlsgames at various locations in Burke,
Fairfax, Annandale and Franconia, and on occas®wuauld stop by a game. Of course, we
always had a big family dinner on Sunday, alonghyitlying horseshoes, horseback riding,
and other activities. All of this was finished befahurch at seven in the evening.

In Germany there is a section of roadway knowrhas’Romantic Road". My wife Dot
and | have traveled that road admiring the wondedanery. | view the old CCC road for the
same reason as the road in Germany, since we wlonklthe CCC road for enjoyment. The
scenery, wildlife, and the forest all make the siyeof this once beautiful tract of forestland
still linger in my mind today. | will never forgéhat old CCC road, just as one who has traveled
the "Romantic Road" in Germany will never forget gxperience.

Attachments

1. Copy of aerial photo showing the CCC road
2. Sketch showing the basic concept of the woodergbraver Accotink Creek.






